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treatment for sugarcane. It has been established in the United
Provinces that molasses can be used as manure with advantage,
provided it is applied two to four months before sowing. This
suggests a profitable method by which sugarcane factories can dispose
of their molasses. The increasing use of artificial fertilisers in
India has brought to light the necessity for legislation to protect
cultivators from the supply of fertilisers of inferior quality. This
matter is engaging the attention of Government.

If the Indian cultivator is to get the best return from his fields Demonstra-
ancl crops, it is essential that he should abandon his antiquated
methods and follow modern practice. There is no better way of
inducing him to do so than to show him the results of applying up-to-
date knowledge and methods, for " seeing is believing ". On this
account, demonstration and propaganda form a most important part
of the functions of provincial Departments of Agriculture. Broadly
speaking, this work consists in the introduction of new seeds, the
demonstration of improved methods and implements, the control of
pests and diseases and the holding of shows and exhibitions. The
results of this campaign have been most gratifying. The year under
review saw a marked increase in the number of demonstration farms
and plots, use of good-quality seeds and purchase of better implements
in almost every province. In the Central Provinces in particular,
the distribution of improved seeds assumed very large proportions,
being as much as 430,000 maunds of wheat, rice, cotton, juar, ground-
nut and til. An innovation was the erection of exhibition cases at
railway stations and District Officers' headquarters in the United
Provinces. This formed a useful method of propaganda and resulted
in a number of enquiries and requests for assistance. Special funds
were provided in Sind for the development of agricultural propaganda
and the district staffs were considerably enlarged and specially
trained for this purpose. Six auxiliary demonstration farms have
been started in the Barrage area. Their influence was manifested
in the automatic adoption of improved methods of cultivation by
neighbouring zemindars. All this shows that much is to be hoped
for from sustained and persistent effort in propaganda.

An event of prime importance to India's future as a producing Agricultural
country, and therefore to the welfare of her rural population also, Marketing,
was the big forward step in the matter of agricultural marketing